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EDITORS ARE
FOR LIGENSE

Nebraska Scribes Defend and Sup-
" port the Slocumb Local
Option Law.

DENOUNCE “COUNTY OPTION"

How the Mail Order Traific in Wet
Goods Is Fostered by Dry Towns

Which Ar¢ Drained of Moncy.
10 1890 Nebragha editors particls
pated I A memorable  campaign
apainst the proposed amendment W0

the state constitution to prohiblt the
manufneture aud sale of Intoxleating
beverages, At that tme a majority

of the editors favored the retention
of the high license, loeal option lnw
onacted In 1887, belleving it to be
the hest method of controlling the

lquor traffic. In this contentlon they
wore supported by many of tho lead-
ing men of the state, including Hon

W. J. Bryan

The presumption s that the major-
ity of Nebraska edltors e of the
same oplnion still, nod that they are
agnin ready to defond the Slocutnb

Inw ngalnst attnck., A number of the

best-known exlitors of the state have
expregeed thelr views on the subject
in letters wrltten to the Merchants'
and  Manufacturers'  Assoclation of
Omahn Some of these lellers are

follows:

FREMONT DAILY HERALD.

Fremont, Neb, June 2, 1008 —~Mer-
chants’ and Manufacturers' Assoclis
tion: Gentlemen: 1 helped into ef-
fect the prohibitlon law  In lown
by voting for 1t, My observations
after the welection and fop sove
eral months convineed me that 1

wade o mistake, and 1 have not voted
for prohibitlon  slnee. A wellregu-
lated Hoense law, oand  enforeement
thereof, will be of far greator benefit
to any community than a socalled
prohibition Inw. Prohibition does not
prohtblt.  The national  government
hos been at work for o contury tryving
to stop distillatlon in the mountalns
of Tennesscve, anll 1t has failed to ge-
complish “probibition™ I am satisfiod
thnt prohibition In Nebraskn  would
result In more dennlenness,
whilskoy, It e
key drug stores, nnd o groater genernl
menace fo sovlety
The contlnued in
ods of saloon m
ers generally Is golng
mobking n license lnw el a8 wi
,Ih\n- moare destrable (han

fore Yours trnly, Maoare G
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THE GREELEY CITIZEN,

Greeley, Noh Mity 27, 1DOS e
canntg’ ntd Manufactarors' Asvo
tion Cientlemen It Vg
guery ns to why 1 I the present
SBlocumb  licen | in
ence 1o
county | that |
bave Hyved In Nebiraska Tnes 1
adaption of the present g
have seon 1ts w
prohlbitory oty de
to enforee itg provisions, nud no other
state has n law that {8 equally as pro

prodor
i ttte prohibitory law or
uption

0Or aw

know it to e

i 1l Irivs

tiibitive,
1 have been o Koansas and lowan
Blnce those sintes wdopted state pro-

hivition, and at the thmes of my visits
to themt was a drinking man, and soon
found out that 1| could get all the
“booze" 1 wanted to drink

Several years ago | lved in Utlen,
Beward county, and fn my newspaper
business had dealings In both York
and SBeward. York was supposed to
Faw.- the Ud on tight, and Seward had
our or five open saloons, yel oue
would see more dennken men in York
than In Beward, and 1t was a subjeot
of general comment st the time that
the city and county officlals of York
wero very lax ln their enforcement of
the law,

I have for years argued with the
temperance poople—those who favor a
pmthtnr_\' lsw—that they should use
thelr endeavors (o nmending the rewv.
enue laws of the government—in of-
fect, to have the government refuse a
Ueense when a municlpality voted f{or
In that

saloons

no wav, with the
slrong arm of tne government to ene
force its laws, bootlegeers would go
out of business

MO town in a county has a right to

say to another town that it stall not
do as It llkes. No state has a right
to =ay to another state, “Youn must

obey our laws."” That Is the roason 1
oppose the connty option bill.—Yours
yery truly, ¥, P. Compton,

LOUP CITY STANDARD GAUGE,

Loup Clity, Neb, June 20, 1608 —Mer-
chants' and Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion: Gentlemen: 1 have been a tew-
perance man all my life, but sm strict
Iy opposed to prohibition, because:

First, it was never kuown to pro-
hbibit.

Becond, it makes criminals out of
good citizens, hoth for and agalnst.

A system that sets nelghbor agalnst
neighbor is degenerating, and a law
that pute a premium on outlawry
should be repealed. A law or a sys-
tem that encoursges men to watch the
back door of their nelghbor with the

hope

out

of

making a

the
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eriminal
ecarcely ever falls to mnke & eriminal
Freedom of
speech and action is the one God-given
heritage that the common people seem
to have a perpetunl figat to maintain,
From mil ages the fanatle, whether re-
Hglous or political, lins been the sue
Laws have

watcher,

preme foe of the massos,

lieviopy

to find
annihilated,
wake up to the faer that the softening
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made
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people never renlized until they awake
thelr Hbertlos vlther eurtailed
chould

and
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of him

gerrymandering  acs
majority of the

recollectlon, whenever it has come to
a downright contest betweon the “purls
tans” and their more broad-minded
fellow men, It has genernlly been the
gelf-righteous that have done the emis
grating.

Hetter “let well enough alone” It
fs my firm belief that the present agls
tntion has heen started by self-soeking
politiclans only to distract the atten.
tlon of the people from far more serl-
ous evils,

It I8 unlversally conecded that com-
mercial exigencles and edueationnl in-
fluences are steadlly advaneing the

sentences of religlon do pot hetter temperance cause, Let these good in
thelr condition once they allow thelr flyoncer eontinue, but from an aerl-
liberties to be soatehed from them. owe won't'” with s persannl reerim
A better pnderstanding of medineval monfous campalen of “You will!" and
higtory woyld be beneficial to  the [pnatlons and Iongendnring apimosities,
worlidl —George H, Gibhson Good Lord deliver us
- One who has been tarough thoe “era-

SCHUYLER FREE LANCE. snde” of the early sevenlles and the

maler, Neb, May 20, 1908-=Mer- hard-fonght enmpndsn oL ased ought to
honts”  and Mabufaetgrers' Associa havve Tormed Jeclded opinion nbhiont
Ll Oenticinen: In responge to vour  the futlhty of well-meant but impractj-
letter of recent dote, Will say thnt 1 enl [ogisintion Respeetiully, John
am opposed to statutory probibition In Knleht, Bditor and PubHsher
Nobraska and am a great hellever in
the efficleney of the present Slocumb GREELEY CITIZEN.
law, which 15 a measire deslened to One of the hogt wookly newspapers
fit the prevalllng sentlment of any in Nehraska s the Greeley Cltlzen,
community. It s a model loeal op= published by Messra, B . and E. E.
tion law and, regardless of what any Compton, 1ts editorials are uniformly

person's fndividual opinion may be, he

e endorse
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Public gontiment is always

proviston and

the latter hwecomes obsolete when that

gentiment s not In ermony with It
Under e movisions of  the Slo
cumb law, In commuuities where the
previlllng  senthment 18 agalnst sa-
lgons, the people can have prohibition
ns offoctive as they could nnder the
most rleghd prohlmtory laws, and In
communities whore proahibition wouid

not prohiblt and wonld be a faree, the

traffie enu be held o check under a
wise Heense syvilem and bootlegging
nnd the attvudant Inwlessness will not
he the common method,  1f the Slo-
cenmb law cannot be enforeed In a
community, mast surely any prohib-
ftory law cannot be,  Enforeed legls-

lative proviglons of o personal nature
must follow in the wake of public son-
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SALINE COUNTY DEMOCRAT,
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Mmien The coming struggle over
Hguor guestlon should be approached
with the greatest moderation and
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well wreltten and foreeful, Tts issue of
June contained the followlng.

“It Is but Just to =tate that the Mer-
chants' and Manufacturers' associa-
tion 18 not a 2aloon organization, nor
is there o saloon man (either whole-
eale retall) nor o brewer among
fte members. It s an organization of
manufacturors angd wholesale and re-
tall merchants of that eity bhanded to-

or

gether for the distinet purpose of
working for what they depm for the
host Interest of Omahia and the state,

Some of the best and most Influential
papers in the state have published
the artlele and we call our readers” at-
tontion to it on the last page

“The Moerehants' and Manufacturers’
naesocintion or the Anti-Saloon League

should enjoy equal facilltles nt  the
hanids of the Nebraska press and, with
fow oxcoptions—notably our contem-

porarv—they will, and a full and frank
dlscusslon of any publie guestion will
never Injure the morals of any one,
nnil no one but a hypoerite woulil ob-
jeet,”

THE WYMOREAN,

. M. Burnham, editor of the Wy-
morean, expresses this view of the sub.
jeet:

“If prohibition prohibits, 1T am for it.
If voting the saloong out of Wymore
menns that the liquor traffie will still
e continued undergronnd, by boots
loggers and in holes in the walls, 1
iy Heonse the saloons, and have the
Hguor business earried on in a way
that gives the elty a sum of money,
which 18 badly needed, and conducted
by men whom we know and who are
good eltizens In towns and etates
whore saloons have heen shut out, the
traffiec has  heen  transferred
from rosponsible hands to ontlaws and
sealowngs, and from an open business

Hgquor

o gn underground one I do not he-
Hove that shutting out the saloons In
Wymuoare will stop the sale of liguor

and for that renson 1 am  for lpcal
leense,"

COLUMBUS TELEGRAM.

Hon. Edgar Howard, one of the
ablest demoeratle editors In the state,
makes the fallowing «ditorial reply to
e aponymous correspondent:

This Hguor problem 18 a
problem, and It eannot be settled and
vitlodd vight by men who are so Ianck-
ing In courage as to write an anony-
mons postal card It Is o gquestion

which peeds the hest of thought of all
good eltizens, Men may honestly qif-
for ns to the mode of dealing with this

great question,  Some men are honest
in the opinfon that the traffic in in-
toxlenting Hguors should be  wholly
prohibited, Other men honestly be-
Hevae the traffie shonld be regulated
by law, Why should It seem neces-

sary on the part of those who belleve
in prohibition always to guestion the

church, by transgressing upon divine honesty and fntegrity of those who do
as well as vl law. To my leone- pot belleve in prohibition?”

c¢lastic wind both arg In the samoe ———

class—there for the money that Is SCRIBNER NEWS.

in it

In my opinion, the Sloeamd law of
Nebraska I8 the best form of regulat-

ing the lguor business that has yot

been devised, 1t

has stowd the tests

of the courts for vears and where any

In 1ts issue of June b,
News siiyvs:

“A great deal of mlsrepresentation
has been put in clrculation in regard
to the Merchants and Manufacturers
association of Omaha which is moking

the Scribner

reasonable offort towards its enforee- a strong and dtgnifled fight against
ment by the loeal authorities has been  prohibition, and what 1s still worse,
made, it has given almost gencral sat- eonnty  option, The assoeclation s
Isfaction Whness the jubllation of composed of leading business men of
the “dey" forees at the result of the Omaha whose names are famillar
recent spring electlons. It gives each throughout the state. No  distiller,
community local option, To tamper brewer or liguor desler ts8 eligible to
with it would be tempting Providenes, nhiers
because the introduetion of just one W { prohibl-
Innocent-looking Httle *“Joker™ by ML 11 viokly
adrolt sehemer might lead from order- columr thove
Iy regalation to absolute chnos namaid 1 tice
Prohibitlon has been adopted ip p that some o men of
nymber of the southern st ; Jusy “go the stal L ty
keep the nlggers from getting ft If option.”
adopted here, it Will be the white man \weggTERN NEBRASKA OBSERVER.
of limlted means that will be the Kimball, Neb, May 26, 1508, Mer-
greatest vietim In many localities it chants' and Manufacturers' Assocla-
would be those colonles of hard-work. g, \ Gentlemen 1 came here over
ing, law-abiding and thrifty eitlzens year ago from Kansas where 1 1tved
who have been accoustomed to the fftsen years. 1 L-.-I'u::‘_'l" pportunis

moderate use of malt beveraess from

chil

price will geot

!!)Uﬂt‘

The fellow who has got the

all

wholesale by case or cask
ne bones about it

pretty spectacle to see the
hoboes with a eaplta]l of ten cents go
to the place across the street and rab

shoulders

with

the

sanctimonlous
Pecksulffs who yowl prohibition and
affect 1o scorn the aopen saloon, but all
the time ke their nips on the sly in

the back room of the “disponsary ™

My memory of history may have be-

come a little defective
vanciug years, but to the best of my son,
L — ==

through ad-

ly to observe the workings, or rather,

the nen-working qualitles of the pro

he wants anyway, hibitory law I am sick and d of
and wake deug-store saloons and joluts which

And won't it be a pay no license and eause more drunk-
tramping enness  than  open loons Ihe

Slocum

in Nebra

stands

law Is all right
us it now and needs no chang-
ing. A saloon run strietly in accord-
ance with this law 18 a great deal
more to be deslred thun a “dry" town
with {ts drug stores, its bootlegeers,
and its pumerous shipments of magjl-
order booze and oconsequent drunkens
ness.~—Yery respectfully, R, D, Wik

MORE MAIL-ORDER BUSINESS,

Every loeal merchant In Nebraska
has felt the unfalr competition of the
enstern mafil-order House, There s a
state association of merchants, the
object of which 18 to make sentiment
nantagonizing the mallorder business,
The local merchant contends that 1t is
unjust to him, a loeal taxpayver, to pers
it a eompany paying no taxes in the
gtate to ship Inte a Nebraska com-
munfty merchandlse at prices less
than the loeal merchant can afford to
gcll for, because of the insurance,
und rental rates he 1l compelled to
pay for the privilege of dolng business
He Is easting nbout for means
iy which the moll-arder bhusiness may
b stampod out,

Hoyne

In this connectlon, It I8 Interesting
to elte orie phase of the situation In
Butlor county, hrought aboat by some

af the towns wlose people yvoted not

ton leste Hguor lHeenses, A David Clty
banker writes tha! Immediately upon
the ndoption of the dry poliey, there
prote up an active mailordey bnsl-
i In wet goods, The same |s troe
ol Beatrles All such  money of
conrse, leaves the connty, anid while
s mueh lguor as formerly may he

copnsuined, the volume of local money
I5 depleted.

It s sald on good authority that
every Saturday night trains from Kane
nus Clty to Topeka carry mall-order
original packages of wet goods {or the
Individunl consuiner at Topeka,

A well known eltizen of Cook, Neb,,
writes of the mallorder husiness In
wot goods as applied to that town, as
follows: “In one month there has
been shipped Into Cook seven and one-
half barrels of wine and whisky and
twonty harrels and five cases of boeer”

The Chamber of Commoerce of Sa-
vannah, Ga,, has lssued a clircular
stating that the new prohibition law
of that state has created ay Immense
mallorder traflic In lguor amounting
to gsomething ke  $200,000 a month,
which Is leaving the state, and in re-
turn for which Hquor 18 received for
Ineal consumpltion,

During the days when the polley of
prohibition was sought to bhe enforeed
In lowa, the mall-order business from
Omaha houses into the various towns
of western lowa was enormous; the
money, of course, lenaving the local
communities of lTowa to enhance the
profits of Omaha denlers, ‘The enact-
ment of the Mulet Tax law in 1894 put
n stop to most of the traffie,

These instances are few compared
with the large number within the
knowledge of the people of Nebruska
towns which have gone dry. The fed-
vral supreme court has, in three no-
fahle cases, decided that no valid law
could he passed to prevent a citizen of
one atate ordering Hauor shipped from
another state for hig own use; there-

fore the origiunl packnge mail-order
traffic in wet poods g strictly legiti-
mate from a legal polnt of view, or,
at any rate, the rlght ecan not ba
abridgod by law,

It Is o question for loenl merchants
and taxpayers to  adeclde  for  thome

selves whether or not they shall favor
a local polley whitch would he cortaln

ta bolld uwp an Immensge moailorder
business, thus creating o constant
drain upon the monéy of any town

adopting that policy,

THE SNYDER BANNER.

Manager Gus | Webher of the
Snyvder Banner, diseussing the madl-
order lguor trade, says:

“With prahibition every taxpayer
will have to cough up marse money
proporticgnally—but  the *“jug houses"
do business just the same—depriving
the towns of thelr annual Income of

Heense, nnd nt the same time Inerease
the mallorder trade whieh has he.
come a heavy drain on loeal merchants
all over the gountry,

We do not belfeyve that people conld

not exist without lguor, bhut while
wi are positive that some so-called
prohibitlonists insist on its use wo
are going to stand for license, to

which the community is move entitled
than those jug houses ever dared to
be,

To give a plain {llustration of how
liguor trade Is going abroad we wish
to relate the following story which
recently came to lght: A well known
citlzen In a country town called at
the depot asking the agent if “his
books had come.” The agent replied
that no hooks were received at the
time, Later the same party Inquired
by talephone about the expected mer-
vhandise, when the agent replied,
“Yes, vour package is here, but there
are no books; It §s bllled as liguor.”
Sceing that he was canght in o trap

mr eltizen refused to accept the pack-
nge. It 18 not necossary to state that
that man will vote for county option,
but he must have the hooze"

CLAY CENTER SUN.

The editor of the Clay Center Sun
makes the following signiflcant cowm-
ment:

“It has beon sald in our hearing
many times that the busipness of Has-
tings has fallen off greatly since the
saloons were closed, The extent of

that decline, as reported in some in-
stances-—opce-half—did not 1o us seem
possible, but that there has been A
heavy decline we are forced to helieve,
What follows such a decline In
ness? Diseharge of help. We cannot
guess how many worthy ladies and
gentlemen are thrown out of employ-
ment—Does one hundred overstate
it? We guess not. Half of these will
miss thelr though perhaps

busi-

gnluries

small, exceedingly, and A much ns
the ladles might abhor saloons
wouldn't they feel that the presence

of the saloon, so far as they are con-
cerned, where the evil effects are not
geen in thelr families, can more easlily
be endured than the want of the week-
ly stipend that they recelve when busl
pess 1s better and their services are
peeded in the stores? We learn

through the Hastings Tribune that one
hundred and fiftyflve of Hasiings'

moet progressive business men re
epectfully call the attention of the
eity council to the fact that at the

Inst municipal election a majority of
206 votes were cast for the poliey of
local Heense and that the general
business of the city is suffering from
the effects of the present polley.”

STERLING SUN.

As Bterllng has saleons and none of
the nelghboring towns have any, it
will be a good opportunity to make
compirisons during the year as to rel
ntive business conditlons, amount of
drunkonness and other dispiuted gues.
tione as to prohibition and saloena
There are a great many temperance
people whio do not belleve in, but dis-
cournge the use of intoxicating liquors

ns i beverage: who are not prohibi-
tionists, so-called, hecause thoy do not
helleve that prohibitfon of the lguor
trnifie prohibits, nor is it the best way
ta control the uwse of Intoxicating
lguors,

KEARNEY DEMOCRAT.

Editor F. L. Whedon wrltes:

A corporation lawyer ought to know
better than we do, because we are not
a corporation lawyer, why the people
Hving In any of the outlying town-
ships In Duffalo county should not be
permitted to vote to control the ac-
tions of a munlolpality or municipal
corporation. Citles and towns are
separated and segregated from the
control of the county government by
statute and 1t g in violation of law
and the constitution of the state for
a cltizen of Logan township to come
to Kearney or go to Elm Creek and
cast his vote upon any question or up-
on any proposition whiech Is belng vot-
i upon hy the voters of those corpo-
ratlons. He becomes a criminal the
moment he does so0. He 1s not, should
not, and the courts will not give him
legal right to have a volee in such
local government, because to glve him
snch a volee in the municipnl govern-
ment would be to give him representas
tion without taxation, which wounld be
destructive to the prieciple of home
rule, would be {llegal and un-American
in every =entiment. The constitution
and the statutes do not abide in the
principles of eounty option, because
they protect towns and  villages
against the domination and encroach-
ment of & larger number of volers
throughont the county in which they
are situated, who are not tased to
maintain municipnl or ecorporate gov-
ernment and have no more right under
the statute and the coustitution of
controlling or shaping the affatrs of
those towns and villages than has the
city of Kearney to dominate and vote
upon the affairs of Ravenna or Shel-
ton. The plan of county option is to
have the county dominate the eity of
Kearney, providing county option
should receive a majority of the votes

within the econnty, bhut permit Kenor-
ney to work out its own salvation If
a majority of the votes within the

county should be ecast against connty
aption. Kenrney always has, and we
belleve always will he perfectly ahle
to understand lts own affairs—what it
wanta mad wliat [t does not want—
what It ean afford und what it cannot
fifford—Dbetter than the voters of Lo-
gan township tdo or can.”

LOUP CITY STANDARD-GAUGE,

The d thelr
noon  Tuaesday, thelr license
expired It hins been a4 dry  town
ginee. but every one seems to r-:lltﬁf_\'
their thiirst ns they did wheén the sa-
loons  were Jugt the other
of the best that money
can buy eame in from Kansas Chiy
Does that look Hke you ecan shut it
out of the eity? It will be had when
it is deslred no matter how the “\Wa-
ter Apostles” arrange matters, so let
‘om go.

SCHUYLER FREE LANCE.

Hon. John C. Sprecher, editor of the
Schuyler Free Lance, in a recent Is-
suo of his interesting and ably-edited
paper, says:

“The leading business firms and in-
dividuals of Omaha have organized
what ig known as the Merchants' and
Manufacturers' associntion for the ex-
press purpose of fighting not alone pro-

at
baving

saloong close duors

OpEn

evening a ease

hibitlen in this state, but county op-
tion as well. And those Dbusiness

men are not brewers nor distillers nor
saloon keepers nor “boogzers,” but are
the leading business men of Omaha
who know the serlous effect upon bu-
siness prohibition hns and also reallze
that county option {8 unfalr. They
favor the present Slocumb law, which
s fulr to all elements and permits the
majority of any community to rule
That assoclatlon has a press burean
and that bureau is sending out ltera-
ture well furnishing the loeal
press with articles and plate matter.
So fur as the assoclation and its mis-

ns ns

slon are concerned, the Free Lance
eiditor I1s in harmony with them and
thelr opposition to prohibitlon and
county aption Is in accord with us. We
agree In  general with the matter,
which s simply presenting their side

of the guestion

LOUP CITY STANDARD GAUGE.

Every voter should elearly under-

gtand the sltvation and If he wants a

luw passed that allows his nelghbor
miles away to tell him what to do
then he should vote for the reépregen-
tutlve or senator that will pass it, 1t
he dosires to govern himself and
grant the other man the same right
then elect a man who I8 agajlust coun-
ty aption, Don't be fooled on the
word local option, we huve that;—

county option desiroys thut privilege,
Suppose the fight that the fanatics are
making for county option s defeated
at the polls, what have they logt? Not
one privilege, or power; but if they

win, they have succeeded In winding
the people In one more mesh coalled
law, that robs you of your lberty,
Don't forget that your Hbertles arg
easlly glven away, but once gone are
mighty hard to recover.

HASTINGS TRIBUNE.

That you may better understand
just what these 150 business men are
praying for we print a copy of thelr
petition, which follows:

“We, the undersigned eitizens and
business men of Haztings, Neb,, recog
nizing the Imperative necessity of con-
tinulng the establizhed palicy of gov.
ernment, wherein the majority shall
rule, belleving the business (uterests
aof this city are best protocted by fol
lowing the expressed will of the ma
Jority, respectfully enll your attentlon
to the fact that at the last municipal
electlion a majority of 206 votes werea
east for the poliey of loecal Heense and
that the general husiness of thls city
Is suffering from the effects of the
present polley,

“We, theréfore, pray your honorable
boddy to at once take up and nct upon

the geveral petitfons for MNgtor 1
censges, now on file with the elty
clerk."

GRAND ISLAND INDEPENDENT.

At its state meecting held in Has.
tings recently the antlsaloon leaguo
declared its opposition to the Slocumb
law and expressgod itself in favor of
the repeal of the same., It also des
clared jtself In favor of the county ops
tlon law, evidently as a temporary
measure, The Slocumb law permits of
prohibition for every commuuity which
wants {t. The ecounty option law per-
mits of people outside of o community
govering such community—provided
they will govern it one certaln way,

SCHUYLER FREE LANCE.

The prohibitlon element in Ne-
braska promlses ta be very active and
hey nlso glve evidence of being as
unprineipled as they are aggressive.

Abuse and misrepresentation never
win anything and that is their prin
cipal means of attack. Thig editor

prefers law and order rather than the
opposite and prefers licensed saloous
in lien of bootlegging and go stands
by the Slocumb law.

PENDER TIMES.

There are lots of good intelligent
people who do not believe in the
liquor traffe who do, however, helleve
thut while it {g with us it ean best bhe
regulnted by local Heense, which s
far more preferable than hootlegelng
and other attendant evils even pro-
hibitlon towng must put up with, to
say nothlng in reference to the ques
tion of revenue and the wishes of the
majority of the community.

GENEVA GAZETTE.
Syracuse, Nebrasiion, went
the town board had to cut
to megt the pockethook they were to
carry for the year so they cut out the
strect lighting  serviee, reduced the
salary of the treasurer, dld away-with
the ¢ffice of attorney and made the
water and llght commiscloner act as
town elerl,

dry and
CXDENRES

The prohibitory law In  Georgla,
which went Into effect the first of
January, stopped the manufacture
and open sile of liguor. The secretary
af the Commercial club al Savannah
save that the clul hps =ent agents
over the state to ascertaln the effect
of the law upon' the Dbusiness of
Georgin He writes that Ingofar nam
an estimate can he made at this time,
he finds that merchants are losing
hundreds of thou=ands of dollars of

ieh Is going to out-
liguar who are ship-
Georgla In orlginal
packages, The commercial clubs of
Georzla have combined to see what
can e done to keep such monev in
the state, They hold that there is
just as much liquor being consumed
As ever.

trade o maonth, wi
gide dealers of
ping lauor into

Be it remembered that local option
as defined by the Slocumb liquor law
affords the fullest measure of home
rule. It s a vital quality of the law.
Destroy It, and the whole structure
must fall. So-called county option, as
defined by the Antl-Saloon league, is

Intended to destroy this element of
home rule by putting the power In
the hands of rural voters to dictate

to the taxpayers of villages and towns
us to what they shall or shall not do.

Pretended eounty optlon means that
the limits of villages and towns shall
be ignored, when the people of a
whole county may be permitted to
vote to prevent the issuing of lguor

Heenses, With such a law as that in
effeet, the home rule of villages and
towns would be destroyed, and thelr
polley with respeet to the contrel of
the lguor traffic would be dictated by
the farmers of the county, who pay
no taxes In the towns,

The secretary of the Fort Scott
Commereclal club says that owing to
the blight of prohibition in Kansas,
fmmigration Into that state during the
last twenty-four yvears has been less
numerieally than the birth rate. He

gays the
the materinl

pollcy has put a check upon

progressg of the stite as
compared with other states, wheress
Kansas is naturally one of the most
productive states in the unfon.

County optlon was enacted In Texas
and forced upon the people of many
towng agalnst their will. The secre-
tary of the Denison Commercial club
estimates that the operation of county
option in that city cost the merchants

and property owners ngerl w
dollars, A




